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his erratic moods; but I will offer only two or three short
examples:

" I am far from well;1 there is also much connected with
religious matters which pains me. These are strange and dis-
tressing times ; Popery is springing up in every direction, and
I have other duties to attend to besides those of an author.
There is no peace in this world. I hope now you understand
me."

And March i3th : " My wife has a bad cold which dis-
tresses me much ; but there is little but trouble in this world ;
I am nearly tired of it."

Again, October 25th, he wrote : " With respect to myself, I
am not very well. I have no particular disorder, but I suffer
much from languor and nervousness. You will say :' take
exercise' ; so I do. I walk, ride on horseback, and row upon
the lake ; but I am sorry to say that I do not feel quite the
thing."

To Ford, his condition is vaguely spoken of as being in
" the shadow/' But his letters to his wife are the best,
because the clearest, source of his peculiar feelings or
idiosyncrasies of character. Writing to her from Lon-
don, in the height of his social popularity,2 he says:

" I have not been particularly well since I wrote last; in-
deed, the weather has been so horrible that it is enough to de-
press anybody's spirits, and of course mine. I did very
wrong not to bring you when I came, for without you I can-
not get on at all. Left to myself, a gloom comes upon me
which I cannot describe. I will endeavour to be home on
Thursday, as I wish so much to be with you, without whom
there is no joy for me nor rest. You tell me to ask for situa-
tions y etc. I am not at all suited for them. My place seems
to be in our own dear cottage, where, with your help, I hope

1 Letter of January 27, 1843.

2 May 29th, 1843.